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COURSE OVERVIEW 

 
This course explores the linkages and differences between the disciplines of law, political 
science, and economics as they relate to international affairs. Designed for graduate students in 
the combined MA/JD program with a pre-existing knowledge of international law, this course 
examines the roles law plays in international affairs and the manners in which underlying 
assumptions in law, political science and economics affect the consideration of these issues.  The 
course begins with interactive discussions of fundamental theoretical and practical issues relating 
to the place of international law in international affairs, using examples drawn from current 
events, followed by detailed student-led examination and critique of key international “legal 
incidents”.  
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 

We have designed this course to promote the following learning objectives. Upon successful 
completion of this course, you will be able to: 

 
• recognize both general and specialized international legal principles; 
• analyze the impact of international law on international relations (and the vice versa), in 

particular the relationship between political, economic and legal considerations;  
• apply international legal principles to practical situations; 
• assemble clear, concise, timely and effective legal advice to policy-makers;  
• write clear, concise, and effective policy briefs and analytical papers; and 
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• present legal analysis in a formal setting clearly and effectively. 
 

REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION 
 

Summary 
 
You are expected to attend each class and participate actively in class discussions.  Most weeks 
during the first half of the course you will prepare a short briefing paper summarizing and 
applying legal principles applicable to upcoming class discussions.  The first larger assignment 
requires you to analyze a specific international “legal incident”, prepare a written synopsis and 
then present to the class that event, and your analysis.  Over the course of the term, you will 
complete an analytical term paper addressing a theoretical or practical issue of your choice 
relating to the convergence of legal, political and economic issues in international affairs. 
 

Final Grade Calculation 
 
The final grade for the course will be calculated as follows: 
 
   Class Participation:    20% 
   Briefing Notes     20% 
   “Legal Incident” Analysis   20% 
   Presentation     10% 
   Term Paper:     30% 

 
Evaluation Standards 

 
General Instructions for Written Assignments 
 
You will submit all written assignments electronically to leah.west3@carleton.ca and 
craig.forcese@uottawa.ca.  You will also upload the briefing notes and “legal incident” analysis 
to a class Dropbox, and you will review the work of your classmates in preparation for classes. 
Papers must be submitted in PDF format.  
 
We will penalize late assignments one letter grade increment per day or part thereof (e.g. an A 
will be reduced to A-; an A- to a B+; and so on).  Penalties will not be pro-rated. 
 
All assignments must be formatted in single-spaced 12 point Times New Roman font with 1” 
margins on letter-sized paper (8 ½” x 11”).  Each page must be numbered, with the exception of 
the title page.   
 
Strict compliance with length limitations is required, and we will penalize papers that are over 
length. Length limitations include footnote citations, but not the title page. You are expected to 
make efficient and effective use of available space and we will assess you accordingly. 
 
Sources you rely upon should be referenced in 10 point, single-spaced footnotes, and formatted 
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in accordance with the McGill Guide to academic legal citation. No bibliography or ‘works 
cited’ section is necessary as you are required to cite sources you actually rely upon for particular 
assertions in relevant footnotes. 
 
Writing style, grammar, formatting, structure, and spelling are extremely important and we will 
assess these considerations along with substantive assignment content. 
 
All assignments must be original and you must not submit material in this course that you have 
submitted (or will submit) for credit in any other course.  Unless expressly authorized by us – 
e.g. a group assignment – collaboration with other students is not permitted. 
 
Class Participation (20%) 
 
You are expected to attend each class and participate actively in discussions. In addition to class 
attendance, we will assess the frequency and, more importantly, the substance of your in-class 
interventions to determine the assigned participation grade. 
 
We will facilitate interactive discussions throughout the first half of the course. But you will be 
expected to come to class having carefully considered the materials assigned for each session. In 
the second half of the course, the group assigned for each session is responsible for facilitating 
discussion throughout the class.  
 
Though important, attentive listening, by itself, is not participation. This is not a class in which 
silence is golden. 
 
Missed classes and repeated late arrival will have a substantial negative impact on the assigned 
participation grade. If you are unable to attend a class due to factors beyond your control, you 
must advise us as soon as possible, and should endeavour to do so prior to the class in question.  
In exceptional circumstances, and only when authorized by one of us, your absence from a single 
class may be excused without penalty. In all cases of absence, you remain responsible for all 
materials discussed during class, including assignments, and are advised to make appropriate 
arrangements with other students to fulfill this responsibility. 
 
Class Briefing Notes (20%) 
 
To facilitate effective class participation, you will complete four one-page briefing notes over the 
first half of the course. Each briefing note will highlight and apply the key international legal 
issues arising from the specific fact situations under consideration in a particular week. Briefing 
notes are due at 4 pm on Fridays (that is, the end of the week before the class in which we deal 
with the matter) in Weeks 2, 3, 4 and 5. You will upload your note to the class via the class 
Dropbox and you will each review all the briefing notes collected there in time for the class 
session.  
 
Please upload your briefing notes to the appropriate Dropbox sub-directory with the following 
filenames: ROLE.LASTNAME 
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For example: US.Smith or Canada.Jones 
 
Legal Incident Analysis (30%) 
 
You will write an analytical paper focussing on a specific international legal incident (selected in 
class on 19 September 2019).  The paper must involve a critical assessment of the decision in 
question drawing on independent academic research. The format will follow that of the case-
based approach, illustrated by the first reading in this course: Mary Ellen O’Connell, “The Crisis 
in the Ukraine – 2014,” Tom Ruys, Olivier Corten, and Alexandra Hofer (eds), The Use of Force 
in International Law: A Case-Based Approach. Each paper must have the following elements: 
 

• Part I: The Factual Background and Political Context: What are the facts of the 
dispute/incident? 

• Part II: Legal Arguments and Counter-Arguments: What legal positions did the parties to 
the dispute/incident take? What position did other members of the international 
community take? 

• Part III: Legal Assessment: What were the legal merits in the matter? That is, what was 
the correct view, if any, of the international law applicable to the situation? (NB: You 
must canvass the views in the literature, not simply describe your own views. Given how 
recent many of these incidents are, professional blog sites such as EJIL Talks, Opinio 
Juris, Just Security, and Lawfare will likely be an essential resource.) 

• Part IV: Precedential Value: What impact did the legal discussion have on the resolution 
(or not) of the matter and how did the matter shape international law (if at all)? 

 
The case analysis must include a list of 5 questions that you pose to facilitate in-class discussion 
of the decision and its implications. 
 
The paper we will be no longer than 6 pages.  The required questions must be provided on an 
additional page, not included in this total.   
 
Legal incident assessment papers are due at 4:00 PM, Friday, 18 October 2019.  You will upload 
your paper to the class Dropbox. Each case analysis will form part of the required reading for the 
week of the corresponding group presentation. 
 
Please upload your paper with the following filenames, to the appropriate Dropbox sub-
directory: LASTNAME.CASE 
 
For example: Jones.HumanRights 
 
The “legal incidents” are as follows: 
 
Topic Area Incident 
Territory US recognition in 2019 of Israel’s annexation of the Golan Heights 
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Trade The trade boycotts beginning in 2017 involving Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Egypt and United Arab Emirates against Qatar. 

Human Rights The murder in 2018 of Jamal Khashoggi in a Saudi consulate in Turkey. 
Environment Japan’s resumption in 2019 of commercial whaling. 
International 
Crimes 

The International Criminal Court’s decision on whether to investigate 
alleged crimes against humanity and war crimes on the territory of 
Afghanistan. 

Use of Force The air strikes by the United States, the United Kingdom, and France in 
2018 in response to chemical weapons use in Syria. 

 
 
 
 
Group Presentation (10%) 
 
Over the course of the term, you will prepare and deliver an in-class, oral group presentation 
focussing on the international legal incident forming the subject of your individual case analysis.  
Each group will consist of the students that completed an individual written analysis of the same 
legal incident. 
 
Group presentations will provide other students with an overview of the: 
 

• The Factual Background and Political Context 
• Legal Arguments and Counter-Arguments 
• Legal Assessment 
• Precedential Value 

 
Presentations will balance description and analysis, with a goal of introducing other students to 
the decision in a critical, interdisciplinary manner.  It is expected that your presentations will 
incorporate key elements of the legal incident analysis, and also build upon it (with particular 
attention to prior comments that we have provided in response to the relevant student discussion 
papers). 
 
We will also assess presentation structure, content and clarity. Each group will prepare a formal 
25-30 minute presentation, and will also lead discussions and answers for the balance of the 
session.  Each member of the group should present for a roughly similar length of time.  
 
These presentations will take place throughout the later part of the term (i.e. Classes 7 through 
12).   
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Term Paper (30%) 
 
You will complete an analytical term paper focusing on an international legal issue of your 
choice, due at 4:00 PM, Monday, 9 December 2019.  The paper must be no longer than 8 pages in 
length.  You will apply knowledge and skills developed over the term to address international 
law issues of interest to you, whether policy- or theory-based.  The term paper is an opportunity 
to explore a larger issue concerning international law and (unlike the legal incident analysis) 
should not focus on one single incident. You are strongly encouraged to begin work on term 
papers early in the course and to discuss proposed topics with us as soon as possible to ensure 
suitability. You are encouraged to select an international law issue of interest to you, and 
examples of potential term papers topics will be discussed in class.  
 
Please email papers (do not upload to Dropbox) to cforcese@uottawa.ca and 
leah.west3@carleton.ca. Please use the following filenames: LASTNAME.paper. 
 

Academic Accommodation Policy 
	

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term.  For an 
accommodation request the processes are as follows: 
 
Pregnancy obligation: Write to the instructor with any requests for academic accommodation 
during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
known to exist. 
 
Religious obligation: Write to the instructor with any requests for academic accommodation 
during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
known to exist. 
 
For further information concerning either pregnancy or religious obligations, please visit the 
Equity Services website: <www2.carleton.ca/equity/accommodation/> 
 
Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for 
Students with Disabilities [PMC] provides services to students with Learning Disabilities, 
psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, Autism Spectrum 
Disorders, chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. 
 
If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact the 
PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation.  If you are already registered 
with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send the instructor your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first 
assignment requiring accommodation.   
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After requesting accommodation from PMC, please meet with the instructor to ensure 
appropriate arrangements are made.  For further information concerning the PMC, please visit its 
website: <www1.carleton.ca/pmc/> 
 

 
Academic Offences 

 
You are advised to familiarize themselves with the Carleton University Academic Integrity 
Policy and to govern their conduct accordingly.  Cheating, plagiarism, complementarity and 
all other academic offences will be severely penalized.  Penalties for academic offences are not 
trivial, and can range from a failing grade on the assignment or for the course, to suspension 
from studies or expulsion from Carleton University.  The Carleton University Academic 
Integrity Policy is available online at www1.carleton.ca/studentaffairs/academic-integrity/.  
 
Carleton University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own”.  This can include: 
 

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 
material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 
citation or reference to the original source; 

• submitting an essay or other assignment written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 
• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 

without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 
• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 

works and/or failing to use quotation marks; or, 
• handing in substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 

without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. 
 

CLASS FORMAT 
 

Course sessions are held each week of the Fall term for three hours. The emphasis in all sessions 
is on active classroom discussion.  This is not a lecture course. 
 
Classes in the second half of the course will generally involve student presentations and related 
interactive discussion. For the first half of the term, course sessions will focus on a series of 
discrete issues in international law and politics, largely examined through the optic of recent 
events in Ukraine.  During these sessions, your policy briefs will be debated in a simulated 
context: you are the legal advisory team to the new Cabinet Committee on Ukraine, charged with 
an all-of-government approach to steering Canadian policy in the region. Chrystia Freeland, 
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Minister of International Foreign Affairs, chairs this Cabinet Committee. Results of the Federal 
Election in 2019 will be taken into consideration, and as necessary, woven into the simulation to 
represent the reality of transitions that occur within Government.  
 

COURSE MATERIALS 
 
The required course readings are articles and other materials listed for each class, as outlined 
below.   
 
The two ‘background resource’ textbooks are: 
 

• Currie, Forcese and Oosterveld, International Law: Doctrine, Theory and Practice (2nd 
Edition) (Irwin Law, 2014); and  

• Currie, Public International Law (2nd Edition) (Irwin Law, 2008)  
(in each case, please be sure to use the second, and not the first, edition) 

 
These are the same texts typically used in the first year international law course in the uOttawa 
English Common Law program.  The purpose of INAF 5509 is to build on the basic doctrinal 
foundation developed in this or another introductory international law course.  To that extent, 
readings in these books are considered ‘refreshers’ – you are expected to know what is in them 
as background knowledge and to come to each class with this baseline knowledge. 
   
Required readings from journal articles are available online via the Carleton Library website 
(catalogue.library.carleton.ca/screens/wr/wr.html).  Other course materials are available online at 
addressed provided or will otherwise be made available to you.  However, many of the reading in 
this class are self-selected. You will need to support the positions you take in your policy 
briefing notes, and accordingly will need to research and justify these positions.  
 
There are several recent books on Ukraine that you may wish to consult. One recent book that 
touches on many of the issues in play during the first half of the term and which may challenge 
some of your assumptions is Richard Sakwa, Frontline Ukraine: Crisis in the Borderlands (I.B. 
Tauris, 2014). 
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SESSION TOPICS AND READINGS 

 
Please note: A final session will be scheduled for a Friday morning, later in the semester, 
TBD. We hope to invite several people involved in the practice of international law to 
discuss careers in international law. 
 
1.  September 11:  Course Introduction 
 
 Colter Paulson, Compliance with Final Judgements of the International Court of Justice 

since 1987,” (2004) 98(3) American Journal of International Law 434-461 
 
 Todd L. Allee and Paul K. Huth, “Legitimizing Dispute Settlement: International Legal 

Rulings as Domestic Political Cover,” (2006) 100(2) American Political Science Review 
219-234 

 
 Ukraine background reading:  
 
 Mary Ellen O’Connell, “The Crisis in the Ukraine – 2014,” Tom Ruys, Olivier Corten, 

and Alexandra Hofer (eds), The Use of Force in International Law: A Case-Based 
Approach. 

  
 During this session, you will be assigned into Focus Areas A to F.  For the briefing notes, 

different Focus Areas will be asked to focus on different substantive topics things or state 
perspectives. For instance, you will be assigned to write papers while imagining that you 
are representing the interests of, among others: Canada; the United States; the European 
Union; NATO; Russia; and Ukraine.  There will be overlap in with some of these 
themes/perspective, and distinctions between others.  That is expected, and desired. 

 
2. September 18 (briefing note due September 13, by 4 pm):    
 
 Briefing question: Assess the legality of the Russian military involvement in eastern 

Ukraine (Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts). Focus Area A: Canada; Focus Area B: US; 
Focus Area C: EU; Focus Area D: NATO; Focus Area E: Russia; Focus Area F: Ukraine. 

  
 Readings: Briefing Notes #1 assembled on Dropbox   
  
3. September 25 (briefing note due September 20, by 4 pm):  
 
 Briefing question: Assess the legal issues arising from the downing of Malaysia Airlines 

17.  Focus Area A: international criminal law; Focus Area B: law of armed conflict; 
Focus Area C: international aviation law; Focus Area D: Russia; Focus Area E: 
Netherlands; Focus Area F: Malaysia. 

 
 Readings: Briefing Note #2 assembled on Dropbox   
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October 2 (class cancelled. As noted, we will schedule a careers discussion on a Friday later 

in the term.) 
 
4.  October 9 (briefing note due October 4, by 4 pm):   
 
 Briefing question: Assess the legal issues arising from the Russian annexation of Crimea.  

Focus Area A: Russia; Focus Area B: EU; Focus Area C: Estonia; Focus Area D: 
Canada; Focus Area E: US; Focus Area F: Ukraine. 

 
 Readings: Briefing Note #3 assembled on Dropbox   
 
5.  October 16 (briefing note due October 11, by 4 pm):   
 
 Briefing question: Assess the legal, political and economic implications of economic 

sanctions on Russia. Focus Area A: international legal issues; Focus Area B: Russia; 
Focus Area C: international economic issues; Focus Area D: international political issues; 
Focus Area E: EU; Focus Area F: United States. 

 
 Readings: Briefing Note #4 assembled on Dropbox    
 
* Legal Incident Analysis Due – 4:00 PM, Friday, 18 October 2016* 
 
 October 23:  No Class Scheduled (Fall Reading Week) 
 
* Weeks 7 through 12 will involve student presentations of legal incident assessments, as well as 
related discussion.  In preparation for each presentation, required course reading will include 
be the relevant student legal incident analyses. 
 
6.  October 30: Territory 
 
7.  November 6: Trade 
 
8.  November 13: Human Rights 
 
9.    November 20: Environment 
 
10.  November 27: International Crimes 
 
11. December 4: Use of Force 
 
 
* Final Term Paper Due – 4:00 PM, Monday, 9 December 2019* 


